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The Gardens Valentine's Gala
The Gardens Valentine's Gala was filled with love, laughter and lots of great food and 
entertainment. A perfect way to spend Valentine's Day.

Enjoy the video 
that captured 

this great event!
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Bus Trips
Tuesday, March 14
McDonald's Restaurant
Enjoy a Shamrock Shake
11:30 AM

Friday, March 17
Shopping at Aldi
12:30 PM

Friday, March 24
Shopping at Meijer
12:30 PM

Thrusday, March 30
Four Seasons Restaurant
11:30 AM

You must sign up You must sign up 
in the activity in the activity 
binder outside binder outside 
The Gardens office.The Gardens office.

March Movies
Saturday afternoons 

at 1 p.m. 
in The Glab Lounge

Saturday, March 11
The Undefeated

Saturday, March 18
Something for the Boys

Saturday, March 25
Florence Foster Jenkins

Ash Wednesday was 
celebrated with a 
televised mass for 
Garden residents 
followed by 
Communion and 
Blessed Ashes 
distributed by 
Garden resident, 
Dorothy B. 

(Eucharistic Minister) and resident, Dorothy 
L. assisted.

Despite snowstorm Delilah, Gardens residents still enjoyed a 
great happy hour on February 23.
Laurie Kratz from Home Health Care and Hospice came with an 
orange dreamsicle drink, and Jeff Beherns, the entertainer, made 
the trek from Sheboygan in the snowy weather.
Thanks to everyone that came and helped, truly means a lot!

Gardens resident, Tom, made a 
beautiful planter in The Gardens 
woodworking shop for the Gardens 
atrium. Thank you!
Also, a special shout out to volunteer, 
Carol, who keeps the atrium looking 
great! She definitely has a green thumb 
and is a wealth of information to our 
residents when they need advice on 
plants and flowers. We appreciate 
you Carol!

Beautifying the Atrium
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Volunteer of the 
Year Award 
Nominations

It’s time to celebrate some 
of the exceptional people 
who make Felician Village 
great. This award honors a 
volunteer who has made a 
positive impact at Felician 
Village and exceeds our 
mission, vision and values. 
Please take a moment to 
think of a volunteer you 
know who has made a 
difference and fill out this 
simple nomination form. 
The winner will be hon-
ored at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Luncheon 
on April 20th.
Employees of FV are not 
eligible for this award.  
Nomination forms can be 
found in the following 
locations:
• Front desk
• Employee kiosk
• Court
• Villa
• Gardens
• Café
or online at, felicianvillage.
org/volunteer.html

Nominations are due
March 30th.
Questions? Deb at 
920-684-7171 ext. 276 or
 dpitsch@felicianvillage.org.

Gardens residents crafted wooden shim carrots 
for an adorable Easter display.
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Mardi Gras Celebration
The Felician Village Culinary Department did a fantastic job with the food 
and drinks at the Mardi Gras celebration at The Gardens on February 21. 
Mardi Gras is a fundamentally Catholic celebration in which one partakes of 
indulgences prior to beginning the Lenten period of prayer and fasting. 

Thank you to Miss 
Wisconsin, Kylene 
Spanbauer for 
taking time to 
visit with Felician 
Village residents, 
Janet and Janice 
who attended Miss 
Harbor Cities & 
Miss Harbor Cities 
Teen competition 
at the Capitol Civic 
Centre in 
February. It was a 
great night!

Miss Harbor Cities

SPRING is in the air 
at the Gardens!

Gardens resident, Sis, 
donated a beautiful 
plant for us to watch 

grow and bloom. 
The fragrance lingers 
through the Gardens 

library.
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A few weeks ago we entered into the church 
season of Lent which begins with Ash 
Wednesday. For some Christian traditions, 
Ash Wednesday includes the imposition of 
ashes where the sign of the cross is marked 
with ashes on the forehead. I think the cross 
of ashes is an important reminder of our 
mortality in a world that places a high value 
on strength and durability. None of us like 
to feel fragile, and yet that is the reality of 
being human. In the creation story, God 
forms Adam from the dust of the ground. 
After Adam and Eve sin by taking the fruit 
they were told not to, God reminds them, 
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
We all feel our human fragility, some days 
more than others. We get sick, we expe-
rience pain and suffering, we feel grief, 
sorrow, sadness, and regret. All of these 
things are a reminder of our humanity and 
our fragility. Yet, just as God formed Adam 
from the dust and breathed the breath of 
life into him, God blesses us in our fragility 
and humanity. God is at work in us, bring-
ing beautiful things from the dust we are 
made from. That cross of ashes says that 
yes, we are dust, but God blesses that dust. 
As we continue on our Lenten journey this 
year, I want to leave you with an excerpt 
from a blessing by Jan Richardson called, 
“Blessing the Dust.”

So let us be marked not for sorrow
And let us be marked not for shame

Let us be marked not for false humility 
or for thinking we are less than we are

But for claiming what God can do 
within the dust,

Within the dirt, within the stuff of 
which the world is made…

Chaplain Stephanie

Blessed and Fragile

President’s Column
As I reflect on my career, I have had to make many 
decisions, some difficult and others straightforward. 
Recently, I announced my resignation as CEO/
President of Felician Village, effective April 30, 2023.  
While that decision did require self-reflection as 
well as care and concern for Felician Village, I am 
optimistic for the transformation of the organization. 
In my new role as Senior Vice President, Senior Living 
and Healthcare at Felician Services, I will continue to be a member of the 
Board of Directors, helping to guide  Felician Village with its strategic goals.  
In the last quarter of 2023, three executive leaders of Felician Village retired 
(Joanne Bartz, Barb Fricke & Kay Kopenski), and one was promoted to a new 
role with Felician Services (Carla Schommer). New leaders have emerged 
with the addition of Megan Bruckschen as Marketing Director and Shannon 
Otten as Vice President of Operations/Chief Financial Officer. We continue to 
recruit for a Mission Services Director, as well as for my replacement as 
CEO/President.
I am confident that the Board of Directors, together with national search firm 
Wittkiefer, will ensure the hiring of an experienced leader that supports the 
mission, vision and core values of Felician Village. WittKieffer will work to 
gather input from a variety of individuals, including but not limited to board 
members, staff, and residents to help them understand our organization’s 
culture, strengths and opportunities. The goal of gathering this input is to 
assist their candidate identification and assessment efforts on our behalf.
As one of the core values of Felician Village, transformation, or change, is 
a constant.  While feelings of apprehension can be associated with change, 
it is our responsibility to utilize change to the best of our ability so that 
transformation is positive; so that it serves our mission.  I can assure you 
that the transformation of our organization in the coming months will be 
supported by a group of dedicated and compassionate people, who make 
saying farewell to Felician Village one of those difficult career decisions.
Thank you for allowing me to serve Felician Village for the last nine years.
Peace and All Good,

Frank Soltys, President/CEO

Aging Boldy Series is back!

Living a Brain Healthy Life
Monday, March 27 @ 11 a.m.

This fun and interactive program is a MUST 
for anyone interested in brain health. Learn 
strategies to maintain and improve your 
memory including activities, exercise, 
nutrition, and social engagement that boost 
a healthy lifestyle.

Presented by Connie Thimmig, Education & 
Solutions Consultant, Sharon S. Richardson 
Community Hospice.

FREE Presentation will be held at the Manitowoc 
Senior Center - 3330 Custer St, Manitowoc

Richard (Dick) 
Bartol, 
The Gardens

Florentine Skrobis, 
         The Gardens

In Loving 
Remembrance
February 2023
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www.felicianvillage.org

Our Mission
To continue the 

healing ministry of Jesus 
by providing compassionate 
care that respects the dignity 

of each person we serve.

Our Vision

Our vision is to lead the 
community in offering seniors 

personalized services that 
are life-enriching and 

wellness focused. 

Our Values
Respect for Human Dignity

Compassion
Transformation

Solidarity for People in Need
Justice and Peace

President & CEO
Frank Soltys

Director of Marketing
Megan Bruckschen

Marketing Specialist
Kim Christoffel, Editor

Art is Fun Adult Coloring Photo

ANSWER KEY
1. Vernal equinox      2. Lamb      3. True      4. 12 Hours

5. 46 degrees       6. 1947      7. 13 inches     8. True
9. 1962     10. False. First day of fall 


